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Student Technology Task Cards
Part 1: RAFT
RAFT

Science: Clouds

	
	ROLE (student)
	AUDIENCE
	FORMAT
	TOPIC

	ROW 1
	Pilot on an airplane
	Your friends in the control tower
	An informative MP3 recording
	Have you ever wondered what types of clouds you are flying through as you take off and while you are up in the air? 

	ROW 2
	A cloud in the sky 
	Your family, particularly your children
	An informative short story (video recording)
	You are telling your children a bed time (short story) story explaining how they were formed.

	ROW 3
	The Earth
	A group of baby plants
	An informative power point presentation

	Have you ever wondered why clouds are so important to the Earth?




RAFT Task Card: Science: Clouds
____________________      _______________________________________________________

Objective:

You will be able to describe all the different types of clouds. 
Student Role:

A pilot on a plane

Audience:

Your friends at the control tower

Format:

An informative Mp3 recording

Topic:

Have you ever wondered what types of clouds you are flying through as you take off and while you are up in the air? 

Directions:

1. Visit www.weatherwizkids.com and www.ducksters.com  to learn about clouds. Focus on how many types of clouds there are. 
2. Close your eyes and use your imagination. Imagine yourself as a pilot, taking off and then being up in the air, traveling around the country. Picture yourself in the pilot seat, looking at all the clouds as you are flying through them. As you fly off from state to state you are lucky to encounter all the types of clouds.

3. Make a rough draft version of what you will be saying for your recording. (Script) Keep in mind you are talking to the control tower and they are excited to see what you found or saw on your adventure.

4. Type up your script and make sure you include all of the types of clouds that you encountered on your journey in the air.
5. Go over your script and practice reading it in front of your family to make sure you have it down. Have fun and be creative and when you are describing the clouds that you “saw” in your travels, be sure to do describe it with feeling.

6. Read and Record your script for the “control tower” on any recording device. You can use your audio recording application on your phone or you can use a computer with a sound card that supports input from microphone, a microphone, and a program that can record sound.

7.   Save the audio recording to your computer.

8.  Go to http://www.online-convert.com/ and convert your audio recording into an MP3. Save your MP3 to your USB and turn that in along with the final draft of your script. 
Resources:

Websites to visit:

Clouds

http://www.weatherwizkids.com/weather-clouds.htm
How to convert audio to MP3

http://www.online-convert.com/
Weather: Clouds
http://www.ducksters.com/science/earth_science/clouds.php
Assessment: 

Prepare a 3-5 minute script for an audio recording describing the types of clouds. 
You will receive 50 points for the creativity of the recording and 50 points for the written script. 

RAFT Task Card: Science: Clouds
____________________      _______________________________________________________

Objective:

You will be able to explain how a cloud is formed. 
Student Role:

A cloud in the sky
Audience:

Your family, particularly, your children
Format:

An informative short story recorded on video 
Topic:

Have you ever wondered how a cloud is formed?
Directions:
1. Visit www.kidskonnect.com , www.easyscienceforkids.com  and www.ducksters.com to learn more about clouds and how they are formed. 
2. Close your eyes and use your imagination again. Imagine you are a Mommy or Daddy cloud and you are reading a bed time story to your baby cloud. Think about what you would say in a short story to explain how they were formed. 

3. Brainstorm and write out ideas of how you are going to write in your story. 

4. Make a rough draft version of your short bed time story. Be mindful that you are writing for a child and you want to make the story fun and exciting to keep their attention. 
5. Once you are complete with your rough draft, practice reading it out loud to other children to see their reactions. 

6. Type up your final draft and make sure that you explained how a cloud is formed in your short story. 

7.  Record yourself reading your short story to your cloud “children” on any video recording device. You can use your video recording application on your phone or camera or any other video recording device that you will be able to send as an attachment. 
8. Once it is completed, you send your completed video as an attachment to your teacher as well as turn in your completed final draft of your short story. 

Resources:
Websites to Visit:

Clouds 
http://www.kidskonnect.com/15-educational/science/67-clouds.html
Clouds and how they are formed

http://easyscienceforkids.com/all-about-clouds/
Weather: Clouds

http://www.ducksters.com/science/earth_science/clouds.php
Assessment:

Prepare a 2-3 minute short story for a bedtime story you will be reading to your cloud “children” explaining to them how clouds are formed. Video record yourself reading the story aloud to your children.
You will receive 50 points for the completion of the video and another 50 points for the completion of the typed up final draft of your bedtime story. 

RAFT Task Card: Science: Clouds
____________________      _______________________________________________________

Objective:

You will be able to explain how clouds are so important to the earth. 
Student Role:

The Earth
Audience:

A group of young plants
Format:
An informative power point presentation 
Topic:

Have you ever wondered why clouds are so important to the Earth?
Directions: 

1. Visit http www.nc-climate.ncsu.edu and www.windows2universe.org to learn more about clouds, precipitation and their importance to the Earth. 
2. Close your eyes and imagine you are the Earth and you are explaining to newborn baby plants how important clouds are to them and other living creatures. 

3. Brainstorm and jot down ideas of how you are going to present this information to your audience (young plants). Make sure you keep in mind that you are explaining to children how important clouds are to plants and crops. 

4. Create a rough draft of what you will be writing on each slide, and what pictures you will use to correlate with information you are including. (Select eye appealing images suitable for children)
5. Open up a new file in Microsoft Power Point and create your slideshow. The power point presentation should be at least 8-10 slides. 
6. Save your presentation and then send as an attachment to your teacher.

Resources:

Websites to visit:

Climate

http://www.nc-climate.ncsu.edu/edu/k12/.PrecipTypes
Precipitation
http://www.windows2universe.org/earth/Atmosphere/precipitation.html
Assessment:
Prepare an 8-10 slide power point presentation explaining clouds importance to the Earth. 

You will receive 50 points for the completion of the presentation and another 50 points for the level of creativity of the presentation. 
Part 2: Blog Post

Section 4: Differentiating Instruction through Technology 


All students possess their own distinctive learning style and approach the learning process at a different pace. Teachers also acquire diverse teaching styles and are constantly adjusting or altering their teaching style in order to benefit the students they are working with.  Teachers, more often than not, have to make changes or add additional material or instruction to conform to the multiple learning styles that exist in the schoolroom. Technology is often used as a tool for teachers to help differentiate instruction in their respected classrooms. There are benefits and setbacks to the incorporation of this technology and the teacher is primarily responsible in determining whether or not it should be used, in addition, if it should be the only way to differentiate the learning experience.  The teacher has to keep in mind if the technology being implemented is causing a positive impact on their students’ achievements and if the importance of student-centered technology is equally as impressionable.  

There are some major advantages to incorporating technology to help differentiate instruction in the classroom. One major advantage is that is that it will enhance the learning experience for the specific student or that small group of students that need that extra help or that different approach to the lesson or project. Another advantage would be it would allow for the student to use technology that they are already used to. Using digital devices or media that the student is already comfortable with can assist with the differentiated learning process on another level and really lead to positive results. Along with the benefits, there is also an important disadvantage or set back that we have to consider or keep in mind. A majority of the time you will find students that are incredibly familiar with the most recent technology and most up to date digital devices, but you will encounter those that are not as fluent in these areas. These are the exact students that we have to consider. These students are already in need of a new approach or learning style and adding another unfamiliar aspect to the mix can result in no change or possible regression in their grades and behavior. 

Incorporating technology is a very helpful tool for teachers to use for differentiating the learning process, but it is not the only effective way. There are many other options available for them to use or to keep in mind. They can look at different avenues in creating a more diverse learning environment. Changing the room up a bit, by moving desks or certain students around to make the flow of the classroom run a little smoother. They can also do this by possibly moving the lesson outside or to a lab of some sort to have more hands on instruction. Teachers may also want to consider changing the process of how they introduce their lessons, they can consider adding technology or simply just have a different approach with more of an animated lesson, like putting on a show every day for their students, to make the learning process a lot more fun and exciting. In the end, it really all depends on the student or groups of students in need of the altered lesson or teaching style. The teacher has to pay attention to everything going on in the classroom, particularly what is working and what is not working for their students.  The whole teaching and learning process is a learning experience for both the teacher and the student. The teacher learns from the student just as much as the student learns from their teachers. As long as the overall success of the student is the number one priority, any work or effort made towards that, will always be an effective one. 



Student success is always the ultimate goal for both teacher and student. The impact any type of differentiated instructions makes on their achievements is equally as important. When discussing the incorporation of technology specifically, it can be extremely impactful on a student in both a negative and positive way. Again, it all depends on the student and their familiarization with technology and digital media. If a student is familiar with the added element to the instruction then it will create wonderful outcomes. You will see the student paying attention longer and grasping the material in a new light. On the other hand, if the student is not familiar with the added element, things will more than likely go from bad to worse. The implementation of an unknown technology can make the student uncomfortable and close them off form the learning experience all together. The whole point of adding technology is to help differentiate instruction and allow the teacher to determine if it is in fact an effective element or if it something that has to be removed or altered. The student will be the most important factor the teacher has to consider when coming to this decision.

Implementing student-centered technology in the classroom is another way teachers can differentiate instruction and also allow for the students to take leadership in their learning. The technology used would allow for the teacher to be able to interact with all types of students in the classroom. It would also let the students really take control of the particular assignment or project. They will be more willing to work with material and technologies that they are familiar with and be able to work more independently on their own. 
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